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AL’S ANGELS
BRINGS HOLIDAY JOY
TO OVER 500 TRI-STATE

AREA FAMILIES
Grass-roots charity continues tradition of distributing meals,

gifts for Thanksgiving and Christmas, 2006

Westport, CT – Over 500 needy families in the tri-state area were 
treated to wholesome Thanksgiving and Christmas dinners last 
year thanks to the efforts of Al’s Angels (www.alsangels.org), a 
grass-roots organization founded by Internet marketing
entrepreneur Al DiGuido to help families and children in need. 

A total of 525 families in Connecticut, New Jersey and New York 
received Al’s Angels meal kits for their Thanksgiving and
Christmas holidays. The kits were assembled by volunteers the 
weekends before the holiday and distributed to a half-dozen 
charities right before the holidays, which in turn distributed the 
meals to individual families.  

It was a busy time leading up to the holiday season for the Al’s 
Angels team. Right before Thanksgiving Day, and again before 
Christmas, DiGuido (shown at left with Stephen Rubin of

Westport) and a crew of 20 to 30 Angels gathered in donated spaces in Norwalk and
Westport to assemble the holiday meal bins. Each bin contained a variety of food products 
as well as gift cards from local supermarkets which could be used to buy a centerpiece 
turkey. The bins were then delivered to Saint Christopher Ottille in Glen Cove, Long Island; 
Safe Horizons locations in Harlem and Brooklyn, NY; Tomorrows Children’s Fund in
Hackensack, NJ; and CLASP Homes in Bridgeport, CT.

Al’s Angels was also given early-morning access to the Westport Toys ‘R’ Us on a November 
weekend to buy gifts that were distributed to hospitals, churches, shelters and social service 
centers the week before Christmas. The team spent over $35,000 in donated funds,
purchasing over 2,000 toys that filled two 24-foot trucks. A team of over two dozen Angels 
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A network of 
friends, family and 

business associates, 
Al's Angels forms a 
group of concerned 

and caring people 
who help fulfill the 

charity's holiday 
mission. 

met in Westport the next day to wrap those truckloads of toys and gifts, knocking off the 
task in a little under three hours. In a scene as hectic as Santa’s workshop on the day before 
Christmas Eve, the Angels worked diligently to get all the gifts wrapped well in advance, so 
as not to interfere with their holiday food bin deliveries.

“It was amazing to think about,” said DiGuido. “Each one of those toys had a child attached 
to it.”

For DiGuido, the work of Al’s Angels is just another
chapter in a career marked by success. Long recognized as 
one of the direct response industry’s premier innovators 
and a pioneer in email communications, he’s the former 
C.E.O. of Epsilon Interactive, an email direct marketing 
company. DiGuido got his start in interactive media at 
publishing giant Ziff-Davis, where he transitioned from the 
print side to lead the media company’s e-commerce group.  

In addition to his contributions to the email marketing 
community, DiGuido is an equally committed and
passionate contributor to the charitable organization 
Tomorrows Children’s Fund, one of the Al’s Angels
beneficiaries. His work with the organization includes the
coordination of several annual events and fundraising 
initiatives that have generated millions of dollars in
contributions. It was through his Tomorrows Children’s 
involvement that he decided to found Al’s Angels in late 
2004, where he could work to help a wider circle of chari-
ties and an ever-expanding list of families.

The work of Al’s Angels is a family affair for DiGuido—assisting at every step is his wife, 
Chris, 25-year old daughter, Diana, and 27-year old son, George. Together with a network 
of friends, family and business associates whom DiGuido has befriended during his
twenty-plus years in marketing, they form a group of concerned and caring people who
give of their time and pocketbooks to help Al’s Angels fulfill its holiday mission.

For information contact:
Al DiGuido, Al’s Angels, 203-254-1759, adiguido@yahoo.com
Anthony Vagnoni, 973-493-8736, anthony@avagnoni.com
Suzanne Bersch, 973-233-9449, sbink@comcast.net
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MAKING MIRACLES

Norwalk “The Sunday Hour” 

‘Angels’ spread holiday cheer to those who need it most

By Jill Bodach
Hour Staff Writer

Published December 17, 2006

NORWALK-They may not have wings, but they are making miracles happen for thousands of 
families in the tri-state area this Christmas.

Al’s Angels, led by head angel and Westport resident Al DiGuido, is a nonprofit organization 
that started 12 years ago with the volunteer efforts of the DiGuido family, friends and 
colleagues.

“This started for me when I went to a fundraiser in New Jersey hosted by the wives of the 
New York Giants players, because I’m a big Giants fan,” DiGuido said. “The fundraiser was 
for the Hackensack Medical Center Tomorrows Children’s Fund, which specifically supports 
children with cancer and rare blood diseases. Their parents were desperate to raise
awareness about these illnesses that were plaguing their children.”

DiGuido went home that night and talked to his wife about what he’d learned. As the
parents of healthy children, they were moved by the plights of parents who weren’t as lucky 
as they were.

“We just decided that we were going to do whatever we could to help these families,” 
DiGuido said.

The DiGuidos and their friends and families started hosting all sorts of events, from Trivial 
Pursuit nights to hop-a-thons at local schools, to raise money. DiGuido’s employer, Ziff Davis 
Publishing Company, also adopted the cause, raising nearly $1 million.
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DiGuido saw all the good that a few committed people could do and decided to expand his reach 
and focus. Four years ago he formed Al’s Angels as it exists today.

“I decided to expand the focus to help children and families challenged with cancer, domestic 
violence, blood disease and AIDS,” DiGuido said.

Since then, both word about the Angels and the reach of their wings has spread significantly.

It has grown to 120 volunteers, some of whom DiGuido only sees once or twice a year, but all of 
whom were inspired by his message of being thankful for gifts received and reaching out to those 
who are less fortunate.

At Thanksgiving, Al’s Angels distributed 525 bins with more than $100 worth of groceries in each 
to families in Connecticut, New York and New Jersey. The food is distributed through agencies like 
Saint Matthew Parish, Bread and Roses in Stamford, 
Sunshine Kids in Bridgeport, Safe Horizons in 
Harlem and Brooklyn and Tomorrow’s Children.

Saturday, Al’s Angels gathered at Builders Beyond 
Borders to assemble more food bins for Christmas. 
“Most of our work is done around the holidays,” 
DiGuido said. “We spent nearly $50,000 on 2,500 
toys.”

All of the food and toys are purchased through 
funds raised by volunteers.

Some of the bins were given to St. Matthew parish 
on Saturday. Others will be brought to the agencies 
in New York and New Jersey on Monday and
Tuesday, complete with a visit from Santa Claus 
and Frosty.

Like he was 12 years ago when he was first inspired to give back, DiGuido is still counting his 
blessings and still hoping to give others something to be thankful about.

“I’ve been lucky that no one in my family has been affected by any of these illnesses, but the one 
thing that has always haunted me is the ‘what if,” DiGuido said. “What if this was my child?  What if 
I was waiting for someone in a truck to deliver my holiday meal? What if it was me? It could have 
been, and I believe that if you have any compassion in your heart there is something inside of you 
that wants to help these people who are often forgotten and tucked away in hospital wards.”

   I believe that if 
you have any
compassion in your 
heart, there is 
something inside of 
you that wants to 
help these people.

--Al DiGuido

www.alsangels.org



al’s angels

6/15

Westport News
Westport News 11/16

For the third consecutive year, Al DiGuido and his “Al’s Angels” are busy collecting gifts and 
food for the children in the region with life-threatening illnesses.

A 50-year old Westport entrepreneur who has attained great success as a marketing
executive, DiGuido said he and about 30 volunteers put together 550 bins of food for
children in the tri-state area on Saturday.

“We also had a huge wrapping party in Westport on Sunday, where we wrapped over 1,700 
toys we bought from Toys ‘R’ Us, he said. “In Early December, we’ll go out to children in the 
tri-state area who have severe challenges and who, without our help and support, would not 
have anything for Christmas or the holidays.”

DiGuido said the toys will fill another 550 bins.

Santa Claus and Frosty the Snowman will deliver the meals and gifts to children in hospitals 
and shelters, he said.  “Between Thanksgiving and Christmas, almost 2,000 toys will be 
given out,” he said

Local entities, such as St. Matthew’s Church in Norwalk and St. Luke’s Lifeworks in Stamford, 
help distribute the food bins to families in the area.

Jan Jansen, a spokeswoman for St. Luke’s Lifeworks, said “Al’s Angels” is the Stamford-based 
outreach agency’s largest sponsor for its yearly “Bread and Roses Holiday Gift Collection,” 
which provides toys to almost 2,000 children affected by HIV, homelessness or poverty.

“They give us 100 bins of toys, which is an amazing amount,” she said.

Father Walter Orlowski, the pastor of St. Matthew’s Church, said “Al’s Angels” gives his church 

‘ANGELS’ GET BUSY
FOR THE HOLIDAYS

By Michael C. Juliano

Published November 24, 2006

www.alsangels.org
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   Al's Angels is a 
true blessing,
because so many 
people benefit from 
their generosity 
and goodness.

-- Father Walter Orlowski,  
    St. Matthew's Church

150 bins of toys to hand out to children in the area. “Al’s Angels is a true blessing, because so 
many people benefit from their generosity and goodness,” he said.

Food bins will also be sent to Saint Christopher Ottille foster care agency in Glen Cove, N.Y., 
Safe Horizons programs in Harlem and Brooklyn, Tomorrows Children’s Fund in Hackensack, NJ 
and CLASP Homes in Bridgeport.

“Al’s Angels” has raised millions of dollars over the years and 
spends about $125,000 a year on meals and toys, DiGuido 
said.

“Each year, our mission is to expand the work we do to help 
more children and families,” he said. “The need is incredibly 
intense this year. We’ve literally doubled the amount of 
outreach we’ve done between this year and last year.”

DiGuido said his passion to help others came almost 20 years 
ago after attending a fundraiser for children with cancer.

“I said to my wife, ‘We have to do something to help these 
families,’ ” he said.

DiGuido said he and his wife, Chris, started holding Trivial 
Pursuit parties with their friends to raise money for 

Tomorrow’s Children’s Fund, a nonprofit organization out of Hackensack University Medical 
Center that raises money for cancer research.

“Those things started to grow and people started to get an awareness of it,” he said.

DiGuido said he then created a program with the advertisers for Ziff Davis Publishing, where he 
was working at the time, to donate money to Tomorrows Children’s Fund. “During the late 80’s 
and early 90’s, we raised millions of dollars every year,” he said.

By the year 2000, DiGuido said he wanted to see what he could do to help children in
Connecticut with other problems, such as poverty and domestic violence, during the holidays.

“We did it out of our garage in Westport, and we started out with 25 or 30 different food bins 
that we assembled,” he said. “We went out to the local Bridgeport area and helped a lot of 
families.”

DiGuido said the effort gained momentum so that, by 2004, he decided to found “Al’s Angels” 
to benefit the Hackensack University Medical Center and children in the Bridgeport area.

www.alsangels.org
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“I think we all have a tremendous responsibility to do what we can to help those that are in 
need,” he said.  “All of us who get face-to-face with these children and their families and the 
challenges facing them get a tremendous amount of perspective on how good we have it, and 
on our responsibility to help those that are in need.”

For information on “Al’s Angels” or how to donate, consult the agency’s web site at
www.alsangels.org.

#     #     #

www.alsangels.org
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Fairfield County Catholic

“Children and families who are dealing with cancer, rare blood diseases or AIDS have very 
little financial support for the comforts people expect around the holidays,” says Al DiGuido, 
a member of Saint Matthew Parish in Norwalk. “It’s amazing that in this country, there are 
children who are basically forgotten.”

Seeing the need of these forgotten children, DiGuido began working to give them a sense of 
being loved. Over the past 15 years, he was involved with the Tomorrows Children’s Fund 
based at a hospital in Hackensack, NJ which specializes in treating children with life-
threatening illnesses. Six years ago, recognizing the needs of children closer to home, he 
started his own charity, “Al’s Angels.”

Lending a Hand

“My wife, Chris and I have been involved in the parish, and our children were altar servers 
when they were young,” DiGuido says. “We saw what Father Walter and the people of Saint 
Matthew were doing for people in the area, and asked if we could help.”

“At Saint Matthew’s we have always tried to help people in crisis, whatever their religion or 
race,” says Father Walter Orlowski, pastor. “Al’s organization enabled our parish to better 
serve those people we were already assisting, especially families with children, and many of 
our parishioners eagerly volunteered to join the Angels.”

As the holiday season drew near, “Al’s Angels,” a group of more than 100-strong, were 
busier than elves. They’re working for a double holiday, with a goal of feeding more than 

“AL’S ANGELS”
CARES FOR KIDS

By Pat Hennessy

Published December 2, 2006

Saint Matthew Parish, Norwalk

www.alsangels.org


